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2. The allowed claim(s) is/are U4. 
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1 . 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).. 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -4 are allowed. 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record neither teaches nor suggests, within the context of the 
entire claim, the leveling the filling and thereby uncovering the silicon nitride layers on 
the word lines during leveling of the filling and removing the silicon nitride layers by 
etching selectively with respect to the silicon oxide layers to form openings; 
subsequently expanding the openings laterally by etching the silicon oxide layers 
selectively with respect to residual portions of the silicon nitride layer on the spacers; 
and subsequently filling the holes with silicon nitride to form coverings of silicon nitride 
projecting laterally above the word lines. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kawazu et al. (US Patent 5,966,602) disclose non-volatile 
memory contact formation. Jeng et al. (US Patent 6,235,621) disclose the formation of a 
self aligned contact. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley K. Smith whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1884. The examiner can normally be reached on 10-6 Monday through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Baumeister can be reached on (571 ) 272-1722. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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